
February is National 
Dental Health Month!

WRITTEN  BY  NURSE  SMITH

Lifelong habits begin with our students.  Make dental health part of your daily 

routine and create good habits that will last a life time!

 

1.   Brush your teeth at least twice a day with fluoride toothpaste, especially after 

breakfast and before bedtime.  Drinking water after eating also helps to clear your 

teeth of food particles.

2.   Floss every day.  It’s always a good idea to carry floss in your book bag.

3.   Try not to eat a lot of sticky or sweet snacks

4.   Have a dental checkup and cleaning at least every year.

5.   When doing sports protect your teeth by wearing a mouth guard.

6.   Change your tooth brush regularly, especially after an illness.

Poor teeth and gum health has been linked to poor cardiovascular health another 

reason to keep your hygiene in check.

 

February the Hygienist will be doing a checkup and cleaning on all the students 

that filled out the purple form in the beginning of the year stay tuned.
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We are proud of Rebecca Gehringer and Varshitha Vatti for 
competing in the BCSD Spelling Bee Thursday, January 24th 

at Berkeley High School.  Congratulations to Rebecca for 
placing 2nd in the competition.  Please come out to support 

Rebecca as she participates in the regional spelling bee 
(Spellbound) Thursday, March 7th , 6:30pm, in the Lightsey 

Chapel at Charleston Southern University!

Spelling Bee



 A note from 
Spanish...

MS. GONZALEZ

Dear Parents,
My name is Diana Gonzalez I am very excited to teach Spanish at 
PSM this semester.  I really want this be a fun and enjoyable 
class for your child, as well as a positive learning experience.  I 
try to use a  variety of instructional strategies to incorporate 
meaningful and purposeful activities in class that provide 
students with opportunities to use world languages in active 
communication. Remember, it is beneficial for your child to learn 
Spanish because we live in a worldwide society.  More than 400 
million people speak Spanish worldwide and more than 33 million 
people speak Spanish in the United States.  Spanish is one of 
most commonly spoken languages in the world, behind English 
and Chinese. Speaking Spanish is a plus when your child looks for 
a job in the real world.
 
I encourage you all to check content learned every week in 
Google Classroom. Reinforcement activities sent as Homework, 
Vocabulary and online links are given to students to reinforce
content at school or at home.
 
Learning another language is like letting a kid become a better 
thinker. Thank you for all you do to motivate and help your 
children to learn not just the foreign language but also the new
culture!



5th Grade

U P D A T E S  F R O M

In 5th grade, the students are studying World War II Unit 6 in Social Studies.  We 
are learning about the events that led to the war, how Americans at home played 
an important role in the war effort, and the sacrifices the military made in the fight 
to free Europe. We are also studying the Holocaust during this Unit. The students 
enjoyed the field trip to the Yorktown.  We got a glimpse into the inner workings of 
an aircraft carrier and visited the Medal of Honor Museum.
 
In ELA class, we are continuing to read our class novels, Freak the Mighty and 
Number the Stars.  We are working on using text evidence when responding to 
writing prompts.  Also, we are practicing using context clues and stems to figure 
out the meanings of unknown words.
 
In Math, we are finishing multiplying and dividing whole numbers and decimals. 
 We will begin multiplication and division of fractions as we prepare for the Math 
Inventory (MI) benchmark #3. 
 
In Science, we are working on landforms and oceans by studying the layers of the 
Earth and plate tectonics. We are also continuing to work on our STEAM unit, 
The Shipping Industry, by researching Hurricane Joaquin and the fate of the El 
Faro cargo ship.



6th Grade
A  LOOK  AT  WHAT 'S  GOING  ON . . .

Science
Students used the K’Nex kits in science to 
learn about Simple Machines. They built 
K’Nex cars to discover the relationship 
between the force required to move a 

mass up different sizes of inclined planes. 
Used K’Nex lever systems to explore 
ways of reducing the amount of force 
needed to lift an object. Experimented 

with different pulley systems to calculate 
Mechanical Advantage.

Social Studies
We have had such an amazing time 

studying Ancient Civilizations ( 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, India and China) 

. We  invited experts, created 
brochures,  presentations, designed 

theme parks, and Civilization inspired 
board games ! We are now working on 
Current Events and studying Greece.



6th Grade Math: Teamwork Makes the Dream Work!
The results of consistent communication on Remind 

regarding the recent Ratios, Rates and Proportions Test. 
Thank you parents and students for aiding in the success 

of our students! Keep studying nightly and you too will 
have your name in neon on the “BRAG Board.”



What ' s  go ing  on  in

7TH GRADE
Language Arts: In Ms. Coors’ 7th grade Language Arts 
class, students are reading Soul Moon Soup, a novel written 
in verse that focuses on issues of hunger and 
homelessness. Throughout our novel study, students have 
analyzed the connection between poetry and music, written 
Text Dependent Analysis, and applied their reading of Soul 
Moon Soup to various choice board activities related to the 
themes and ideas presented in the novel. In the next week, 
students will also be working on creating a digital literary 
magazine to showcase their writing surrounding the causes, 
challenges, and issues of homelessness.

Math: In Ms. Gemmell’s 7th grade math class students 
have begun the  geometry unit, which we will be working 

on the remainder of the year.  This week students are 
wrapping up triangle angle sum theorem, triangle side 

lengths inequality, and opposite side and angle theorem. 
 Next week students will be starting the next section of 

the unit dealing with circumference, area, and parts of a 
circle.  This will be followed by surface area and volume 

of 3D shapes.  In Ms. Gemmell’s 7th grade GT math 
class students have begun working through 8th grade 

content.  We are currently working on solving equations 
with variables on both sides and will soon begin working 

with scientific and decimal notation.  Students in both 
math classes should continue to be turning in  their spiral 

review homework by friday of each week to help keep 
previous unit’s content fresh in their minds throughout the 

year.



Mrs. Fennick's Science: 
Hey, PSM Family, there is no stopping them now! The 7th grade biologists have mastered 
genetics. Their baby monster projects have arrived some of them with one eye, others with 
two eyes; some with blue phenotype and others with green phenotypes. It’s all about those 
genes!  We surveyed the class and found traits like widows peak, bent little fingers, curly or 
straight hair. Our challenge to you is examine your ear is it attached or detached? PSM family 
one more request are you a tongue roller or not? (See the examples below.)
 
At one point it became a little heated in the room when they were introduced to genetic 
engineering, selective breeding and not to mention the immortal cells of Henerietta Lacks.
 
For our culminating engineering and design project, PSM’s 7th grade biologists are working 
on the  phenotype probability for “Baby Thurman who will enter our world real soon. Will Baby 
Thurman have have deep red/brown hair, black hair; brown skin or as we call it light skin. It is 
all in the genes.

Now for 8th grade Science, Earth, Sun, Moon, yes you 
guessed it our 8th grade astronomers have the solar 
system in their back pockets. Revolving, rotating, moon 
phases, tides, seasons, day and night are all apart of 
what makes our world a force within our expanding 
universe. This will lead them into the field of geology 
where we will pinpoint volcanic activity, the rock cycle, 
minerals, and ores all with in the depths of the Earth.



7th grade science is nearing completion of the genetics unit.  Students have 
been working on creating their “Baby Monsters”.   These monsters are a 
blending of the genetic science with art/creativity to create unique “children” 
that follow the rules of heredity.  Students will be embarking on a study of 
Chemistry next. 
 
Both 7th and 8th grade students are working on the Science fair projects. 
 Science fair allows students to complete a true science investigation and 
report their finding.  We will be judging and displaying the projects during our 
Steam Night in March.

In Mr.Friar’s  and Ms.Oakley’s classes students are studying about the Latin,  
French, and Haitian Revolutions. The students are working on a project 
 about these revolutions.Next week the students will be finishing up the 

Revolutions and starting the Imperialism unit.

Mr. Cash- Science

Social Studies



8th Grade
 

ELA: 
Our English I scholars have been reading Romeo and Juliet, a classic love story 
written by the talented William Shakespeare. These students participate each 
day by playing their assigned part, giving life to the play by adding accents, 
intonation, and great commentary. They are truly enthralled in the play written 
over 400 years ago--talk about surviving the test of time!
 
Our 8th grade ELA scholars have just finished up our unit on The Outsiders, a 
timeless classic about finding one’s self in the midst of a culturally divided school. 
The students demonstrated their understanding of the theme through a research 
project about their choice of a person who represented American culture in their 
eyes. Students even got extra points for dressing up as their representative!

Social Studies: 
In Mr.Friar’s  and Ms. Oakley’s class students  are finishing up the American 
Revolution unit. The students are working plotting battles that were in fought in the 
American Revolution and on a project about the American Revolution. The 
students will be beginning the Antebellum unit after next week.
 



PSM Parents...WE LOVE YOU
Students at PSM were asked why their parents are so special to them.  This is what some of 

them had to say.  

Liana R.
My parents are special to me because I can tell 
them anything and they take care of me and 

help me with things.

Megan M.

Charles H.

My parents are special  because they're loving,kind,and 
caring.They're strict and that's what makes me who I am a 

nice,independent,smart little girl and that's what matters. Love u 
mom and dad

You are the greatest parents that have ever existed, and will 
ever exist. When I am in a bad mood, you just deal with it, or 
you help we get through it. You make sure that I have great 

friends in and out of school. I dont know what this world 
would do without you. Thanks for being the best.

Madison J.
Dear Mom and Dad, without you I don't know what I would do, you guys do 

everything and anything for me and I love you for that. Without them I 
wouldn't be able to do the sport I love. They take me to practice, pick me up 

from practice, and still have dinner ready for me when I get home. I love them 
so much and can't imagine life without them being my number 1 supporters.



Isabella C.

My parents are special to me because they are always there for 
me when I need them and they help me whenever I feel upset or 
confused about anything that is troubling me. No matter what, 
my parents always try to keep my best interest in mind and 

support me through thick and thin. I love them no matter what, 
and I know that they also love me unconditionally.

Janay B.
You guys are so special to me . You do everything you can for 
me even when i don't deserve it. Sometimes even when you 

don't have it , you still manage to make me happy and give me 
everything i ask for . I love you guys so much and i don't know 

what i would do without yall.

Ryan E.

My parents are the greatest parents in the world. They may be 
strict ,but they are very teaching. I love them so much and they 

love so much too. They are so loving   and caring for me and 
support me in almost every thing I do. Sometimes I even learn 
from them even after they have punished me. My can be super 

funny but sometimes they think they are really cool but in reality 
they embarrass me.

Taleiyah G.

Ellison G.

My parents are amazing because they do a lot for us. They try their best at everything 
they do so that they can provide for our family. They put their best effort into everything 

they do. Parents that do a lot for you expect a lot out of you, but that's a fair trade. Our 
parents pay bills, buy our clothes, buy our food, they do so much for us, and all they 
expect out of us is for us to put our best effort in everything we do, especially school. 

That's okay, because they know we can succeed in school if we put our best effort into 
everything. I'm proud to have parents expect a lot out of me, because they expect a lot out 
of themselves. There might be high expectations in my family, but that's only because our 

parents want us to succeed. They expect so much because they know we can succeed.

Dear parents, I love you guys so much , and thank you 
for everything that you do ! And thank you for the 

support with everything !



The state of South Carolina requires all students to complete an IGP (Individual 
Graduation Plan) conference. The purpose of the IGP conference is to ensure 
that  students are taking the required courses to progress toward high school 
graduation, post-secondary school and career goals.  Parents/guardians and 

students are required to attend the meeting.
 

Conferences will begin January 14, 2019 and will go on until March 15, 2019.
 

Schedule your conference today by visiting www.bcsdschools.net/psm. Go to 
RESOURCES > GUIDANCE > 8th GRADE IGPS > SCHEDULING LINK . If you 

do not have a Google account, you can access the link via your child’s BCSD 
Google account.

A Note from Guidance

Submit a feedback 
form by clicking the 

link, or copying it into 
your address bar

https://goo.gl/for
ms/0rYcsxSXXcX

oQ1Yg1

Parent Feedback 
Form

https://goo.gl/forms/0rYcsxSXXcXoQ1Yg1

